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GENERAL DESCRIPTION
The Crumbles Sewer and the Horsey Sewer are an integral part of Eastbourne’s wetland habitat network and provide important habitat connectivity as well as hydrological function. The Crumbles Sewer is the major ditch that flows from the West Langney Levels to the sea. The Horsey Sewer joins the Crumbles Sewer on the edge of the West Langney Levels and there is a good level of public access alongside a large section of this ditch. 
Both these Sewers provide valuable, linked habitat for fauna that extends through urban parts of Eastbourne. There are high numbers of common reptile species in the area near the confluence of the two ditches whilst reed warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus, dunnock Prunella modularis and moorhen Gallinula chloropus were noted along the ditches during the survey. 
The Crumbles Sewer has been colonised by the invasive plant floating pennywort Hydrocotyle ranunculoides but the Horsey Sewer is so far largely unaffected by this highly problematic species. 
SITE NOTES
The Crumbles Sewer and its terrestrial habitat corridor are of quite limited botanical interest but the vegetation along this ditch is structurally diverse and adjoins some significant and valuable features for fauna, particularly breeding birds, invertebrates, reptiles and small mammals. 
The Horsey Sewer has a much more rich aquatic fauna and flora than the Crumbles Sewer, including many aquatic molluscs observed in the downstream section.  Rigid hornwort Ceratophyllum demersum is locally frequent in the channel and fine-leaved pondweeds Potamogeton spp. are present in places. The ditch banks and margins support a range of wetland species including common reed Phragmites australis, reed sweet-grass Glyceria maxima, small stands of sea club-rush Bolboschoenus maritimus, branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum and sedges, particularly lesser pond-sedge Carex acutiformis. A notable species recorded on the lower bank is the uncommon flowering rush Butomus umbellatus whilst meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria and great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum occur in places. At the southern (upstream) end of the ditch there is an abrupt change in the channel vegetation. Common reed is largely absent and the very open channel supports a much more diverse range of wetland species than along most of the rest of the ditch. Plants noted here include brooklime Veronica beccabunga, purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria, hemp-agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum, common bulrush Typha latifolia, water forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides and gipsywort Lycopus europaeus. Branched bur-reed is locally frequent on the margins and water-starwort Callitriche agg. is present in the water.  Areas of scrub, tall herb vegetation and small patches of moderately herb-rich sward occur along the banks of the Horsey Sewer.
An area of rough grassland and bramble scrub in the north of the site, between the two ditches and the school playing fields, supports a large population of common lizard Zootoca vivipara. Slow worm Anguis fragilis and grass snake Natrix natrix are also present in good numbers this area.

Note: This site was previously E18 Crumbles Sewer and E29 Horsey Sewer. 
