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GENERAL DESCRIPTION
This LWS contains an excellent example of chalk cliffs with diverse vegetation that are undergoing active coastal erosion. There are also fragments of vegetated shingle which add to the importance of the site.
SITE NOTES
The narrow cliff top zone is dominated by trimmed shrubs and coarse herbaceous vegetation with small gaps cleared in the vegetation to provide views of the sea from benches in the park. Traveller’s-joy Clematis vitalba, bramble Rubus fruticosus, nettle Urtica dioica and tussocky grasses are quite frequent along this strip, which in places is less than 2m wide. There are only occasional relicts of native, maritime vegetation such as sea radish Raphanus raphanistrum ssp.maritimus along this part of the site.
The cliffs are actively eroding and bare chalk, slumps and loose material are frequent. Vegetation along the cliff face and down to the toe of the cliffs ranges from early pioneer species to patches of established maritime and chalk turf with pockets of scrub in more stable zones.
A diverse range of plants occurs on the chalk cliffs including uncommon but characteristic species such as rock sea-lavender Limonium binervosum agg. and rock samphire Crithmum maritimum along with more typically downland species such as common restharrow Ononis repens, salad burnet Sanguisorba minor, greater knapweed Centaurea scabiosa, wild carrot Daucus carota and mouse-ear hawkweed Pilosella officinarum. Where the chalk meets the upper shingle there are plants such as sea kale Crambe maritima and viper’s-bugloss Echium vulgare. Some non-native and potentially invasive plants such as buddleja Buddleja davidii, red valerian Centranthus ruber and silver ragwort Senecio cineraria are also present along the cliffs.
The vegetated shingle extends on average approximately 10m from the foot of the cliffs and there is a clearly defined path at the seaward edge of the vegetated zone with a high proportion of fine material in the shingle matrix. Beyond this path the shingle is very mobile with no signs of vegetation.
This site is of interest for its invertebrates and potentially also for its cliff-nesting birds. The abundant legumes and other flowering plants are attractive to butterflies including Adonis blue Lysandra bellargus, chalkhill blue Lysandra coridon and common blue Polyommatus icarus. Rabbits Oryctolagus cuniculus are present within the areas of scrub in the vicinity and their grazing helps to maintain some of the short turf areas.


