	Site Name:
	The Brede Valley

	Site Ref:
	CR57

	District:
	Rother

	Parish:
	Sedlescombe, Rye, Westfield, Udimore, Guestling, Brede & Icklesham

	Grid Ref:
	TQ7817 – TQ8917

	Size (ha):
	1138.1

	Date Designated: 
	1993

	Date of last survey:
	May – July 2017

	Surveyor:
	Jacqueline Thompson (2017)

	
SUMMARY
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Brede Valley is of outstanding importance for wildlife. Its extensive ditch system supports a great diversity of submerged, floating and emergent aquatic plants, including notable species such as Tubular Water-dropwort Oenanthe fistulosa and Frogbit Hydrocharis morsus‐ranae. Within the last 10 years 58 notable invertebrates have been recorded including 9 Red Data Book species and 23 priority species. Eighteen butterflies were recorded during the survey including the Red Data Book /  Sussex Rare Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus and 11 species of dragonflies and damselflies including the Red Data Book / Sussex Rare Variable Damselfly Coenagrion pulchellum. The site is also valuable for birds supporting a good number of red-listed species including Yellowhammer Emberzia citrinella, Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava, Linnet Carduelis cannabina, Skylark Alauda arvensis, Lapwing Vanellus vanellus, Tree Sparrow Passer montanus and Starling Sturnus vulgaris. Given the habitats present it is likely that high numbers of amphibians and reptiles are in the area with a Grass Snake Natrix natrix seen basking on a swan’s nest.
SITE NOTES
The Brede Valley runs roughly east from the village of Sedlescombe to Winchelsea. Although only a few fields wide at its western end, it soon expands to become an extensive plain which is enclosed by gently rising ground and the relict sea cliff at Cadborough. The flat ground is divided in to a series of fields by an extensive network of ditches. Although some have dried up, or have been filled in, the majority carry water for at least part of the year, and it is these which give the valley much of its’ outstanding biological importance. The ditches comprise an extensive network of aquatic habitats and provide a continuum of habitat from dry, grassy hollows to deep, main drains and encompass reed bed, stands of emergent vegetation, marshy, poached edges and water-filled ditches with well‐established submerged, marginal and floating vegetation. Typical species include Common Reed Phragmites australis, False-fox Sedge Carex otrubae, Hard Rush Juncus inflexus and Branched Bur-reed Sparganium erectum with aquatics and emergent species such Shining Pondweed Potamogeton lucens, Potamogeton natans, Greater Duckweed Spirodela polyrhiza and Arrowhead Sagittaria sagittifolia. Less common species that are well represented include the Red Data Book Tubular Water-dropwort and Frogbit. Other species found less frequently include Mare’s-tail Hippuris vulgaris, Brookweed Samolus valerandi, Water Dock Rumex hydrolapathyum and Rigid Hornwort Ceratophyllum demersum.

The fields of the Level are either pasture or arable land and the site also includes some small areas of carr, reed bed, marsh and small ponds.



