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SITE NAME		:	Langney Centre Pond 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION
Langney Centre Pond is an urban pond, used for angling and with a large population of ducks. The pond margins support a range of wetland plants and the mature trees and strips of dense scrub around the pond margins are valuable features for fauna such as small mammals, invertebrates, nesting birds and bats. 
SITE NOTES
Langney Centre Pond is a fairly large, urban pond with a thin fringe of woodland and scrub and a large population of waterfowl, predominantly mallard but also moorhen. The banks are partly reinforced with wooden sleepers and there are small, mown, grassy “swims” used by the local angling club.
The pond has rather patchy marginal vegetation with the most extensive areas of common reed Phragmites australis in the south end and smaller stands on the eastern side. Wetland plants including great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, pendulous sedge Carex pendula, gipsywort Lycopus europaeus, yellow flag Iris pseudacorus, amphibious bistort Persicaria amphibia, water mint Mentha aquatica, soft rush Juncus effusus and branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum are also present on the pond margins in places.
Aquatic vegetation in the pond is minimal apart from rafts of white water-lily Nymphaea alba and the water is very turbid, largely due to the high numbers of ducks and probably very nutrient levels.
The pond banks support a mixture of native and exotic trees and shrubs with some large, pollarded white willows Salix alba as well as frequent grey willow Salix cinerea and sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus. The southern and western edges of the pond have quite densely wooded, fenced areas along the banks with bramble Rubus fruticosus, willow and blackthorn Prunus spinosa scrub with stands of nettle Urtica dioica that provides good cover for wildlife. 
The eastern edge of the pond adjoins an area of mown amenity grassland and the pond banks are largely improved grassland but fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica is present in places.
The pond has good potential to support Odonata and as a bat foraging site. There is currently no information about amphibians breeding in the pond but further surveys are recommended. Some of the larger trees are could support bat roosts and nesting birds.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
