EAST SUSSEX LOCAL WILDLIFE SITES PANEL MEETING

Minutes of meeting held at Lewes County Hall on Thursday 11th January 2018 at 10am

Present: 	Chair: Kate Cole (ESCC), Clare Blencowe (SxBRC), Lois Mayhew (SxBRC), Ben Rainbow (Wealden DC), Jess Price (SWT), Jacqueline Thompson (Wildlife Splash), Thyone Outram (Eastbourne and Lewes DC), Kate Ryland (Dolphin Ecological Surveys,) Barry Kemp, Kim Dawson (Eastbourne and Lewes DC), Richard Cowser (Sussex Ornithological Society), Simon Hurt (Eastbourne and Lewes DC).

	1.  Welcome by Chair

	

	2.  Update on the Sussex Local Wildlife Site initiative
Sussex Ornithological Society producing LWS criteria for birds – Suggesting sites are included if a site holds 0.5% of a breeding bird population 
Avoid making criteria too prescriptive as this can become prohibitive to designation
Similar criteria could be produced for amphibian and reptiles
Aim for new LWS Officer to engage with the Sussex recording societies and look at setting agreed thresholds for identifying ‘significant populations’ for bats, reptiles and other groups – which could be used in conjunction with agreed LWS criteria. 
Designations on basis of birds should state this within the citation to make discussions with planners easier.
	

RC

KC


SxBRC

	3. Priorities for meeting agreed
Eastbourne site reviews
Proposed sites Eastbourne Park and Newick Common
Rother site reviews
	

	E7  Prince William Parade
Site in good condition, has current management plan. 
Plans for future invertebrate surveys
Proposal to extend boundary – accepted
Propose changing name of site to Sovereign Park – accepted
Update citation to reflect name change and area change
	




LM/KR

	E14  Langley Crematorium
Good site with varied habitats. Two areas managed separately. 
Boundary to be retained

Talk to Andy Cross about managing site more sympathetically

	



TO


	E38 Highfield Industrial Estate
Site recommended for deletion – approved by panel 
	

	E21 Langley Centre Pond
High  nutrient content pond. Good for people interacting with nature in an urban environment – community benefit. Possible connectivity with nearby private site
Could extend boundary to surrounding grassland in future if management changed but no reason to at present – amend citation to include reference to this.
If toads present site could be more significant

	



KR

	E01 Langney Levels
Panel decision to change boundary and combine with neighbouring site E4.
Target note 6 to be considered in future – no access at time of survey
Circulate proposed new boundary of combined site
	


LM

	E04 Langney Sewer
Combine with neighbouring site E01 (above).
EA working on ditches, moving invasive species to banks which has limited long term impact. Kingfisher record indicates good health. Could potentially extend area into Wealden. 
	

	E18 Crumbles Sewer
Discussion as to whether this site should form part of the proposed Eastbourne Park LWS but as site is different habitat and managed by different landowners, decision by panel to combine it with E29 and create Eastbourne Park Sewers – map to be circulated
	




	E29 Horsey Sewer
Site considered as addition to Proposed Eastbourne Park LWS. Panel decision to instead combine site with E18 to form Eastbourne Park Sewers LWS.  
Site needs new code and consideration of how to best reflect history of sites in citation. 
	LM to circulate map of proposed new boundary for site

	E116 Leeds Reedbed 
Site has own management plan. Panel considered whether site should be combined with proposed Eastbourne Park LWS or E19/E29 but as the habitat is different  and not directly  connected to Eastbourne Park its standalone status as a LWS was confirmed.
	

	Proposed site - Eastbourne Park 
No prior designation. Potential for LNR designation in future. List of bird records from last 10 years for KR to possibly add to citation
Final boundary to be circulated to panel. 
	

LM to pass from RC

	E77 Holywell and Crows Nest Steps
Cliff face important.
Panel decided to retain ‘as is’ pending further review. Panel advised that the scrub should be looked at separately (from the cliff face) in future review.
	

	E78 Cliffs Below Helen Garden
Discussion by panel about whether to retain designation, panel requested decision deferred pending further investigation of scrub area adjoining site as site is data deficient. Review recommended following further survey. 
	

	E101 Ocklynge Pit
Does not meet LWS criteria, has been extensively developed since designation.
Panel decided to de-designate site 
	

	E86 Ocklynge Cemetery
Retain as LWS
	

	E94 Upper Dukes Drive
Site recommended for deletion – approved by panel
	

	E96 The Coppice
Decision made by panel to remove designation. Mixed ownership and full access to the site not available. 
Site could be considered connecting habitat for E177 but stream in poor state and area mostly garden. TPO’s exist that should afford some protection to the majority of important habitat. 
	

	E117 Hampden Park and Hamshaw
Boundary extended to include entire park
Suggestion to include wildlife corridor from Ham Shaw along to Broadwater Way and opposite Eastbourne Park LWS. It was suggested that this should be looked at through green infrastructure review. Land is council owned. 
	
LM to circulate proposed boundary map

	E118 Sovereign Harbour Beach
Panel approved proposed extension to this site.
Vegetated shingle is an important habitat. Local residents removed pampas grass to great improvement of site. 
16 records of Black Redstart – add to citation

	


LM send details to KR

	E89 Eastbourne College War Memorial field
Unable to find round-headed rampion at time of survey. Panel approved extension of boundary to neighbouring westerly grass area. 
Potential to review site in future to include woodland area to east.
	

	E98 Willingdon Roundabout
Discussion by panel as to whether site would be better as Notable Road Verge (NRV). Panel decision to keep LWS designation but also look at process for designating NRV with James (?) in Highways. 
	

KC

	CR30 Beauport Park
Panel agreed proposal to retain designation with same boundary.
Potential for High Weald Unit to target site as one for management and advice. Site has good potential for bats, but is under threat, increased amounts of rhododendron 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker caught by ringer- add to citation

	



LM to pass details to JT

	CR57 The Brede Valley
As large site, review was undertaken as initial walkover survey rather than full in-depth ecological survey. Boundaries are sensible for geography of site, size of site could aid it’s potential for funding landscape scale projects. Suggestion to include railway line in designation and simplify shape. Major roads are excluded. Potential for full review of boundary in future to ensure areas aren’t missed off designation. 
	
LM to amend boundary and circulate

	Newick Common Proposed LWS
Site owned by Newick Parish Council and local group. Active recording and conservation group carry out work on the site. 
Site is small but this is not prohibitive to designation. Panel approved designation of site in principle, pending collation of evidence and drafting of citation. 
Citation to be written
GIS Boundary and Map
Site Code to be assigned

	




KD, TO, LM

	Further Surveys
Actions to be agreed following the completion of the Eastbourne review
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I sign the foregoing Minutes of the East Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Panel, held on Thursday 11th January 2018 as correct.


Chair		…………………………………………………………………………………….    

Date		…………………………………………………………………………………….
