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GENERAL DESCRIPTION
The Langney Levels LWS is a good example of traditionally managed lowland coastal grazing marsh. Grazing marsh is an important and fragile habitat of permanent pasture and drainage ditches that is particularly valuable for its wetland birds, plants and invertebrates.
The various ditches within the LWS support different vegetation depending on how recently they have been managed. Grassland within the LWS includes two areas that are livestock grazed and an unmanaged field that has tumbled down to a mosaic of tussocky grassland and scrub. 
SITE NOTES
East Langney Sewer is a central feature of the Langney Level LWS. The sections that are in the late stage of the management cycle are generally dominated by common reed whilst the more recently cleared portions have open water and a diverse array of plants including some uncommon species. Waterweed sp. Elodea sp. is locally prominent in some areas and elsewhere there appears to be a mixture of fine-leaved pondweeds Potamogeton spp. and rigid hornwort Ceratophyllum demersum. Some of the plants noted in and along the ditch include frogbit, arrowhead Sagittaria sagittifolia, yellow flag Iris pseudacorus, reed sweet-grass Glyceria maxima, sea club-rush Bolboschoenus maritimus, water mint Mentha aquatica, water horsetail Equisetum fluviatile, lesser water-parsnip Berula erecta and common club-rush Schoenoplectus lacustris. Patchy scrub occurs along some of the banks. The ditch clearly has a slight brackish influence and there is a small amount of floating pennywort Hydrocotyle ranunculoides at the point where this ditch meets the much larger Langney Sewer.
Langney Sewer is also a major part of this LWS. This large drain runs from East Langney Level to West Langney Level and is an important semi-natural link between these two areas of grazing marsh. The eastern end of this wide, deep and steep-sided ditch has the most diverse wetland flora and supports a good range of species including frogbit, fringed water-lily Nymphoides peltata, lesser water-parsnip and broad-leaved pondweed Potamogeton natans along with some open water areas rich in submerged plants. 
Further west the surface of Langney Sewer is increasingly dominated by rafts of floating pennywort with small amounts of fringed water-lily and very occasional frogbit evident. The ditch supports a range of aquatic and marginal wetland plant species and is a former site for the rare sharp-leaved pondweed Potamogeton acutifolius. The diverse submerged aquatic flora may still be intact but is unlikely to persist for long under the influence of the highly invasive floating pennywort. 
Where the Langney Sewer runs near the A259 Pevensey Road and Tanbridge Road its banks are periodically mown short, the margins are dominated by common reed and the channel is almost entirely covered with floating pennywort. Further downstream its banks have stands of tussocky grassland and scrub vegetation that is useful as cover, breeding and foraging habitat for a range of fauna. A kingfisher was recorded on this section of the ditch.
The northern pastures between Priory Road and Priory Lane are quite dry with a range of common grassland plants including meadow barley Hordeum secalinum, Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus, bent-grasses Agrostis spp., Timothy Phleum pratense, white clover Trifolium repens and red clover T.pratense. Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense is locally prominent and occasional stands of rushes Juncus spp. mark areas of damper ground. Part of East Langney Sewer bisects the pasture and whilst parts are dominated by common reed Phragmites australis, the ditch flora also includes branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum, patches of frogbit Hydrocharis morsus-ranae, amphibious bistort Persicaria amphibia and water-cress Nasturtium officinale. A small stand of the invasive non-native species pickerelweed Pontederia cordata occurs at the control structure on Priory Lane. A dense, mixed hedgerow runs alongside Priory Lane and there is a block of bramble Rubus fruticosus scrub at the southern end of the lane.
The unmanaged field east of Priory Lane with a public footpath in it is used for informal recreation. It has ditches on three sides and a hedgerow on the fourth. The ditches are largely dominated by common reed with extensive blackthorn Prunus spinosa scrub alongside the eastern ditch. The field is a structurally diverse mosaic of tussocky grassland and scrub. It has a very varied sward, with abundant herbs that are rich in pollen and nectar such as fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica, common knapweed Centaurea nigra and wild parsnip Pastanica sativa as well as tussocky grasses including tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa, cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata and couch Elytrigia repens. The southeastern corner has a higher proportion of rushes Juncus spp. in the sward whilst the drier western parts have much meadow barley, false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, Yorkshire fog and creeping thistle.  This unmanaged field provides a valuable contrast with the adjoining areas of grazed, short-sward pasture and was very rich in invertebrates at the time of the survey. It is very likely to support a range of native fauna including widespread reptile species, small mammals and scrub-breeding birds. 
The two areas of pasture separated by a minor ditch in the south of the site lie on slightly raised ground between Langney Sewer and the A259. Both fields are cattle grazed and appear to be semi-improved with a high proportion of thistle in the swards. There is some erosion and slippage of the steep ditch banks along Langney Sewer as well as several poached areas where livestock access the water. These areas of bare ground along the ditch are likely to be valuable habitat for specialist invertebrates.
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