SITE No.		:	E86 
SITE NAME		:	Ocklynge Cemetery 
GRID REF.		:	TQ 596000 
AREA			:	8.03ha
ORIGINAL SURVEY	:	Simon Davey, July 2000	 	
SURVEYORS		:	Kate Ryland & Kate Cole with additional records from SBRS, August 2017
DATE CONFIRMED	:	July 2000							

GENERAL DESCRIPTION
This large, urban cemetery has a network of surfaced paths, boundary walls and hedges, mature trees, stone features, a chapel. Its most important feature is the extensive area of very diverse, species-rich grassland. 
SITE NOTES
The grassland in Ocklynge cemetery has several good areas of chalk grassland sward, especially on the upper slopes. In these areas many characteristic plant species such as squinancywort Asperula cynanchica, wild thyme Thymus polytrichus, dwarf thistle Cirsium acaule, upright brome Bromopsis erecta, hoary plantain Plantago media and small scabious Scabiosa columbaria were noted. More widespread herbs of valuable, unimproved grassland habitats are also present across the whole site in some abundance, for example common knapweed Centaurea nigra, common bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus, ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare and red clover Trifolium pratense. In places coarse grasses such as tall fescue Schedonorus arundinacea are locally frequent.
The LWS survey recorded a good number of plant species associated with unimproved grassland of chalk and neutral soils but a number of significant botanical records for the site, collected over several visits in 2017, were also supplied by the Sussex Botanical Recording Society. These include both characteristic species of chalk grassland such as dropwort Filipendula vulgaris, quaking-grass Briza media, pyramidal orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis and common milkwort Polygala vulgaris as well as more uncommon plants notably white helleborine Cephalanthera damasonium and autumn ladies-tresses Spiranthes spiralis.
The cemetery has dense hedgerows along some of its boundaries with a mixture of native and non-native trees and shrubs including sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, lime Tilia x vulgaris, evergreen spindle Euonymus japonicus, holm oak Quercus ilex and elm Ulmus spp. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The gravestones, walls and other stone features in the cemetery support many lichens. The cemetery has very good potential for fungi and may be a site where wax cap fungi occur.
