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GENERAL DESCRIPTION
Langney Crematorium & Cemetery comprises an extensive area of improved, semi-improved and moderately species-rich neutral grassland. Other habitats present on this site include a small wooded area, hedgerows, a wetland area with pond and ditch and formal gardens. The various stone substrates of the gravestones, buildings and walls support a range of lichens. A population of hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus is present on the site.
SITE NOTES
The grounds of Langney Crematorium are predominantly a mixture of quite formal gardens with closely mown grassland, specimen trees and rose beds. In selected areas the mowing regime is more relaxed to allow native wildflowers and grasses present in the sward to flower and set seed.  The sward on the steep grassy banks adjacent to the surfaced drive typically contains a high proportion of red fescue Festuca rubra along with widespread forbs such as common sorrel Rumex acetosa, common cat’s-ear Hypochaeris radicata, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, red clover Trifolium pratense, yarrow Achillea millefolium, common bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus, lesser hawkbit Leontodon saxatilis,  selfheal Prunella vulgaris and primrose Primula vulgaris. The reduced mowing has allowed small anthills to develop on the grassy banks. Some small patches of bare ground on the slopes are also valuable features for warmth-loving invertebrates.
In the eastern corner of the crematorium grounds there is a small pond and a ditch with semi-natural, wetland vegetation such as bulrush Typha latifolia,  soft rush Juncus effusus, floating sweet-grass Glyceria fluitans, gipsywort Lycopus europaeus, yellow flag Iris pseudacorus and branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum. Common reed Phragmites australis and great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum are frequent in the ditch, which has a dense growth of emergent vegetation.  
Between the ditch and the boundary hedge there is a small area of unmanaged, tussocky grassland with bramble Rubus fruticosus scrub and a fox earth. The boundary hedge includes a mixture of woody species including elm Ulmus sp. Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and dense bramble.
The cemetery lies on a gentle east-facing slope and the graves are set within an expanse of mown grass and trimmed hedges with a small chapel and scattered mature trees. An old brick wall along part of the western cemetery boundary has extensive mortar gaps that may be valuable to mason bees and this feature, along with many of the older gravestones and the chapel walls, support a range of lichens.
In the southern part of the cemetery there is an area with quite well established native and exotic trees and shrubs and grassy glades that is set aside for “woodland” burials. This sheltered, quiet area has some very good woodland edge habitat with high potential to support a range of fauna including breeding birds and foraging bats.
In the northeastern corner of the cemetery there is a fenced, damp area with spoil heaps and extensive ruderal and tall herb vegetation including much ragwort Senecio jacobaea, great willowherb, common reed, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus pedunculatus, docks Rumex spp. and thistles Cirsium spp. The presence of a dense stand of willow scrub with common reed along the ditch on its northern and eastern edges suggests that this area may be valuable for wetland species and is also a potentially useful refuge for wildlife.
The most notable fauna on this site is an established population of hedgehogs. There are also resident foxes Vulpes vulpes and some suitable habitat for a range of small mammals, reptiles, invertebrates and breeding birds. Buildings and mature trees may offer roost sites for bats.

