SITE No.		:	E89
SITE NAME		:	War Memorial Field Bank 
GRID REF.		:	TV 598988 
AREA			:	0.2 ha
ORIGINAL SURVEY	:	Simon Davey, July 2000	 	
REVIEW SURVEY	:	Kate Ryland & Kate Cole, August 2017
DATE DESIGNATED	:	July 2000

GENERAL DESCRIPTION
This relatively small site is an interesting, structurally varied and valuable fragment of semi-natural vegetation on the edge of an intensively managed sports pitch. It has relict chalk grassland with a range of characteristic species and mature elms. A population of the nationally scarce round-headed rampion Phyteuma orbiculare has been recorded on the bank.
SITE NOTES
The grassy bank that forms the southern boundary of the Eastbourne College War Memorial sports pitch has quite extensive tree cover in places. There are mature wych elm Ulmus glabra in the western part of the slope but also a mixture of mature and young trees including pine Pinus sp., ash Fraxinus excelsior, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, silver birch Betula pendula and holm oak Quercus ilex. Elder Sambucus nigra shrubs are scattered across the slope. An old brick wall separates the bank from the pavement above.
The eastern end of the bank has relict patches of chalk grassland, in particular around a set of steps. These species rich areas, where the tree canopy is very open and plenty of light reaches the ground, support plants such as pyramidal orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis, lady’s-bedstraw Galium verum, field scabious Knautia arvensis, burnet-saxifrage Pimpinella saxifraga, salad burnet Poterium sanguisorba ssp.sanguisorba, cowslip Primula veris, common restharrow Ononis repens, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria and rough hawkbit Leontodon hispidus. In 2017 there was no sign of the sizeable colony of round-headed rampion that was present as recently as 2012 (SxBRC data). This species may not be lost and should be searched for in future years.
Further west the bank has a concentration of mature trees and is quite shaded with abundant ivy Hedera helix in the field layer. The patches of sward below the trees is generally grassy with a large amount of pignut Conopodium majus, much false-brome Brachypodium sylvaticum, primrose Primula vulgaris and stands of cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris.
The mature elm trees important in their own right and for their features of potential value to fauna, especially bats. There are numerous crevices, bark flaps and tree holes that could be used as roosts and the habitat edge between the partly wooded bank and the intensively managed sports pitch could be a valuable foraging and commuting habitat.
The western section of the bank is more narrow and less steep than in the east but is without trees and has a reasonably diverse sward. The soil here appears to be a little more nutrient rich and less calcareous than in much of the eastern section and has a slightly different flora but its open, sunny aspect with frequent nectar- and pollen-rich species makes it very good invertebrate habitat and it was rich in butterflies, hoverflies and Orthoptera at the time of the survey. There are small anthills developing on this bank.
Plants noted in this area include common knapweed, lady’s-bedstraw, agrimony, field scabious, red clover Trifolium pratense, common bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus, salad burnet, ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata, creeping cinquefoil Potentilla reptans and a small amount of betony Stachys officinalis. However, former disturbance and probably management of this bank by infrequent mowing and leaving the cut material in situ has lead to some localised enrichment and more coarse vegetation in places with an abundance of false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius and field bindweed Convolvulus arvensis.
The old brick wall that runs along the upper, southern edge of the slope has an abundance of lichens with holes and crevices in the crumbling mortar. It may be a valuable feature for fauna such as mason bees. Coarse species such as bramble Rubus fruticosus and hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium are locally frequent along the base of the wall.
At the western end of the bank there is a very large, old sycamore pollard and a younger beech Fagus sylvatica pollard. Below these trees some deadwood has been retained and there is a tall, herbaceous ground flora comprising cow parsley, Alexanders Smyrnium olusatrum and patches of pellitory-of-the-wall Parietaria judaica.
The site has good potential to support a range of fauna and provides a valuable refuge from the more intensively managed sports pitches that it adjoins. Bats and birds are likely to make use of the various nesting and roosting opportunities in the trees and invertebrates, reptiles and small mammals may occur in all parts of the site. The western bank was particularly rich in invertebrates on the day of the survey.
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