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SUMMARY
Beauport Park is an extensive area of old parkland, which dates back to the late 18th century. It is situated on a north-east facing slope on the very edge of Hastings and lies within the High Weald AONB. It contains varied mosaic of habitats with ancient woodland, regenerating woodland, Alder carr along ghylls and in wet depressions, ponds and grassland. Huge specimen trees such as Giant Sequoia Sequoiadendron giganteum and Monterey Cypress Cupressus macrocarpa are the scattered remains of an Arboretum, which was established in the mid 19th century.

SITE NOTES
Within the site there is a complex mosaic of woodland. Much of it is secondary and of varying age; but there are also areas of established woodland, variously dominated by Ash Fraxinus excelsior with Oak Quercus robur and areas of over-stood Ash, Hornbeam Carpinus betulus, Sycamore Acer Pseudoplatanus and Hazel Corylus avellana coppice, though with frequent and locally abundant Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum. Notable and veteran trees, particularly of Beech Fagus sylvatica, Pedunculate Oak and Sweet Chestnut Castanea sativa are scattered throughout the woodland and have features such as internal hollowing, smaller holes and lifted bark that are of importance to bats and nesting birds. There is a notable amount of dead wood associated with these trees, which is of importance to fungi and invertebrates. Some of the ghylls are fringed by ribbons of Alder Alnus glutinosus carr with great trees that have been coppiced in the past. Trees such as this also occupy damp stream valleys and the area around the archaeologically important Roman Bath House where less common species such as Marsh Violet Viola palustris and Smooth-stalked Sedge Carex laevigata grow over carpets of sphagnum moss. One ghyll has a rich and varied bryophyte flora with a number of species usually restricted to the wetter north and west of the country. The ponds and ghylls provide breeding sites and damp habitat for amphibians such as newts and Common Toad. The wet areas extend the range of birds found to include such species as the Red-listed Marsh Tit Poecile palustris. Other less common species found include the White Helleborine orchid Cephalanthera damasonium, Thin-spiked Wood-sedge Carex strigosa and Great Wood-rush Luzula sylvatica.
Within the boundaries of the park, there is a hotel, a golf course and a caravan site. 





 
