SITE No.		:	E98
SITE NAME		:	Willingdon Roundabout & Verges 
GRID REF.		:	TQ 592019
AREA			:	 0.8 ha
ORIGINAL SURVEY	:	Simon Davey, June 2000
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION
The Willingdon Roundabout and associated road verges support fragments of species-rich chalk and mesotrophic grassland swards with high numbers of common spotted-orchid. However these areas of valuable grassland appear to be declining in their extent and botanical value through a combination of factors which are likely to include an inappropriate mowing regime, tree planting, scrub encroachment, nutrient enrichment and localised disturbance.
SITE NOTES
The Willingdon Roundabout supports quite varied grassland sward that includes some very species-rich areas with fine-leaved grasses and other sections where a more tussocky sward occurs. The best areas of chalk grassland sward are found in the south where a good range of characteristic plant species occurs, for example dwarf thistle Cirsium acaule, eyebright Euphrasia nemorosa, kidney vetch Anthyllis vulneraria, yellow-wort Blackstonia perfoliata, small scabious Scabiosa columbaria, quaking-grass Briza media, upright brome Bromopsis erecta, mouse-ear hawkweed Pilosella officinarum and a small amount of sainfoin Onobrychis viciifolia. The large population of common spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii is the best known feature of this site and it appears to be thriving.

On the western side of the roundabout next to the A2270 there is an east-facing bank along the grassy road verge. The bank has a tall, flowery sward with a mixture of some coarse species associated with reduced management frequency and disturbance as well as some typical plants that are more characteristic of valuable semi-improved grassland. Coarse species present include false oat-grass, a significant amount of Alexanders especially in the north and field bindweed whilst the more interesting plants present include common knapweed, yellow rattle, common bird’s-foot-trefoil, salad burnet Poterium sanguisorba ssp.sanguisorba and rough hawkbit Leontodon hispidus.

The verge on the corner of Upper King’s Drive and the A2270 appears to have been partly re-sown since the 2000 survey and now has a lush, improved sward. The less improved sward around the verge’s outer edges is mown short but includes much red fescue Festuca rubra and occasional wildflowers including ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare, common knapweed, yarrow Achillea millefolium, ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata, red clover and strawberry clover Trifolium fragiferum.  
There is a culvert on the edge of this verge where a spring-fed chalk stream from the northwest is routed under the roads towards The Coppice LWS and on to Hampden Park LWS in the east. It appeared to be dry at the time of the survey but a large specimen of the potentially invasive giant-rhubarb plant Gunnera sp. Is present. 
To the north of the roundabout the verges on both sides of the A2270 are included in the LWS. The western verge comprises a steep east-facing slope that supports areas with a mixture of long-established flowery grassland and encroaching woody vegetation from neighbouring gardens. The grassland sward is varied and there is a short mown strip adjacent to the pavement which is locally rich in strawberry clover and other herbs. Elsewhere the unmown bank supports a range of herbaceous species such as marjoram, common bird’s-foot-trefoil, common knapweed, wild carrot, agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria, meadow vetchling, rough hawkbit, yarrow and creeping cinquefoil Potentilla reptans. False oat-grass is prominent across this bank and Alexanders are frequent. Coarse species such as creeping thistle, common ragwort Senecio jacobaea and hawkweed ox-tongue Picris hieracioides as well as ash and hawthorn seedlings and blackthorn Prunus spinosa suckers are present on much of this verge.
The eastern verge of the A2270 lies between the old and new Willingdon Roads along a west-facing bank that is very steep in places. There is a wide strip of trees and shrubs along the upper edge of the bank/edge of the old Willingdon Road which in places is trimmed into a dense hedge and elsewhere it is developing into a narrow band of secondary woodland. A mixture of native and non-native woody plants occurs in this strip, many of which are spreading down the bank into the grassland swards. Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus is a prominent component along with various cotoneasters Cotoneaster spp., snowberry Symphoricarpos albus, ash Fraxinus excelsior and Prunus spp. over locally dense carpets of ivy Hedera helix. 
In places the interface between the scrub and the grassland on the bank forms a structurally interesting habitat and sheltered, warm bays that may be valuable to invertebrates and other fauna but there are clear signs that the grassland element is being lost to encroaching woody species. The sward in the northern and central parts of this verge show signs of enrichment with locally frequent false oat-grass, tall fescue Schedonorus arundinacea and ground-ivy Glechoma hederacea along with some common bird’s-foot-trefoil, common knapweed and yarrow.
Towards the south of this verge there are small fragments of species-rich grassland sward with characteristic plants present such as dwarf thistle, quaking-grass, common spotted-orchid, wild carrot, lady’s-bedstraw Galium verum, upright brome, mouse-ear hawkweed, zig-zag clover Trifolium medium, common bird’s-foot-trefoil, ox-eye daisy and glaucous sedge Carex flacca. These small pockets of diverse grassland are under threat from the scrub and particularly the wall cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis that surround them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The flower-rich swards on Willingdon Roundabout and nearby road verges are likely to provide good sources of food and shelter for a range of invertebrates, especially butterflies, moths, bees and hoverflies. Six-spot burnet moth Zygaena filipendulae, common blue Polyommatus icarus and brown argus Aricia agestis butterflies were observed during the survey in less than ideal weather conditions. The scrub and edge zones may be used by breeding birds and small mammals. There are clear hazards from the busy road for most fauna using the habitats on this LWS. 
