SITE No.		:	E117
SITE NAME		:	Hampden Park and Ham Shaw 
GRID REF.		:	TQ 600018 
AREA			:	20.2  ha
ORIGINAL SURVEY	:	Simon Davey, August 2000;	 	
REVIEW SURVEY	:	Kate Ryland, May & August 2017
DATE DESIGNATED	:	August 2000

GENERAL DESCRIPTION
The Hampden Park and Ham Shaw LWS is an extensive area of open space in the northern part of Eastbourne and comprises a diverse mixture of semi-natural habitats as well as more formal amenity areas. Much of the site supports woodland which includes small fragments of ancient semi-natural woodland, old parkland, secondary woodland and broadleaved plantation.  
There are numerous mature trees across the site of both native and exotic species. Standing dead trees have been retained and deadwood is frequent in the woods. The previous survey noted the importance of the lichen and bryophyte flora of the woodland areas.
Decoy Pond, with its island heronry, is fed by a chalk stream that arises at the foot of the Downs in Willingdon to the east. Three small, new “wildlife” ponds are also present. 
The park has formal areas of short, amenity grassland, shrubberies and flowerbeds where plants rich in nectar and pollen are designed to attract pollinators.  The site is likely to be important for a wide range of fauna, particularly bats, wetland birds, amphibians and invertebrates. 
SITE NOTES
The woodland north of Hampden Park Drive includes small fragments of ancient, semi-natural oak Quercus robur, ash Fraxinus excelsior and hazel Corylus avellana coppice which grades into more extensive secondary woodland that appears to have developed on former parkland with some substantial old oaks. Ash, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus and oak are frequent in the canopy over a diverse and locally very dense shrub layer that includes both native and non-native species. These include hazel, blackthorn Prunus spinosa, elder Sambucus nigra, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, English elm Ulmus procera and spindle Euonymus europaeus along with potentially invasive shrubs such as cherry laurel Prunus laurocerasus, garden privet Ligustrum ovalifolium and snowberry Symphoricarpos albus.
A network of paths in the woodland allows open access to all areas. Some routes are wide and very trampled but there are also much smaller, more overgrown paths.
The woodland ground flora is extremely varied and in many areas of the secondary woodland is dominated by bramble Rubus fruticosus, ivy Hedera helix and dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis. In damper areas ferns Dryopteris spp. are locally frequent whilst in and around the relict ancient woodland zones characteristic ancient woodland indicator plants occur such as bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, wood sedge Carex sylvatica, black bryony Tamus communis and wood speedwell Veronica montana.
An area with typical parkland structure of mature trees (mostly oaks) and mown grassland is present between the northern woodland and the Decoy Pond. The woodland edge here is a useful habitat for a range of fauna with its flowering shrubs and woody climbers though some invasive shrubs are locally frequent. The mature trees have good potential to support nesting birds and some have artificial bat roost boxes.
The Decoy Pond supports large numbers of ducks, geese and mute swans and the water quality appears to be rather poor. The central island is wooded and has a small heronry in the trees.
The pond margins are partially fenced to reduce the impact of people and dogs whilst allowing a fringe of marginal vegetation to develop. There are dense stands of native wetland species along the southern pond banks including sedges Carex spp., purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria, great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, common reed Phragmites australis, hemlock water-dropwort Oenanthe crocata and young willow Salix spp. and alder Alnus glutinosa scrub. Unfortunately the invasive plant Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica is also present within this marginal fringe. 
There is a more formal area of the park to the east of the Decoy Pond. The two arms of the outlet stream flow through narrow channels with some native marginal plants and a shaded fern garden. Between these two channels there is ornamental planting where nectar- and pollen-rich species have been planted to attract native insects. Nearby is a wide border planted with a variety of Buddleja varieties to further encourage pollinators to the park.
The chalk stream enters the site from the west and flows between the new small ponds and an area of damp alder woodland with a lush ground flora of grasses, yellow flag Iris pseudacorus, hemlock water-dropwort, pendulous sedge Carex pendula, giant fescue Schedonorus giganteus and brooklime Veronica beccabunga.
The three new small ponds are intended to provide reedbed and amphibian breeding habitat. All three ponds support dense wetland vegetation including common reed, hemlock water-dropwort, great willowherb, pendulous sedge, water mint Mentha aquatica and young alder. The area around the ponds supports a mixture of ruderal plants, sown wildflowers and nutrient demanding species. This area was very rich in invertebrates, especially butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies during the survey visits.
Blocks of plantation and secondary woodland with some valuable mature trees, including elm, beech Fagus sylvatica, horse chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum and wild cherry Prunus avium in the west of the site have sunny glades and banks of bramble making them potentially valuable habitat for invertebrates, herpetiles and small mammals.
On the east side of Hampden Park Drive there is a block of mixed, broadleaved woodland with an open, almost wood pasture structure and a mixture of trees and shrubs that includes ash, oak, hornbeam Carpinus betulus, field maple and hawthorn over a grassy field layer with locally very frequent wood sedge.
Ham Shaw is separated from the Hampden Park woodlands by the stream, which runs along the northern edge of the copse in a deep, steep-sided and shaded channel. The water quality in the stream is certainly poor at this point and there is much rubbish and a stand of Japanese knotweed where the stream adjoins gardens.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ham Shaw is dominated by even aged ash with sycamore over dense bramble and frequent elm suckers. Occasional mature oak, field maple stools and beech trees are present and deadwood is abundant. There is a damp flush in the southeastern corner where a tangle of willows shades a small, silty area with a rich wet woodland ground flora including lesser tussock-sedge Carex paniculata, remote sedge Carex remota, marsh marigold Caltha palustre, yellow flag and hemlock water-dropwort.
