SITE No.		:	E116
SITE NAME		:	Leeds Avenue Reedbed 
GRID REF.		:	TQ 627014 
AREA			:	 0.8 ha
ORIGINAL SURVEY	:	Simon Davey, July 2000
REVIEW SURVEY	:	Kate Ryland, August 2017
DATE DESIGNATED	:	July 2000

GENERAL DESCRIPTION
Leeds Avenue Reedbed LWS is a small fragment of wetland habitat, now almost surrounded by development but with one side still linked to the nearby, extensive wetlands. It appears to be drying out and becoming more botanically impoverished and structurally uniform.
SITE DESCRIPTION
This small, dry reedbed is dominated by common reed Phragmites australis but also supports large stands of lesser pond-sedge Carex acutiformis and a high proportion of coarse and tussocky grasses such as false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus, common couch Elytrigia repens and cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata. Creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera is also a frequent component of the vegetation.
There are some herbaceous species associated with wetland habitats present for example amphibious bistort Persicaria amphibia, hard rush Juncus inflexus and great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum but also a considerable amount of scrub and woody vegetation which strongly suggests that the reedbed is drying up. 
Willow Salix spp. trees and shrubs occur across the site along with numerous ash Fraxinus excelsior saplings and there is a dense stand of blackthorn Prunus spinosa in the western corner of the site, next to the school fence. Garden privet Ligustrum ovalifolium and buddleja Buddleja davidii are established in the reedbed and are likely to be derived from garden waste dumped in the site.
Alongside Leeds Avenue a band of trees, shrubs and bramble Rubus fruticosus separates the reedbed from the road. Nettle Urtica dioica and hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium are locally frequent in this area and there are signs of garden waste being dumped along this edge of the site.
The reedbed supports good numbers of slow-worm as well as common lizard and grass snakes which were surveyed during 2016 and 2017. The reedbed has good potential to support reed nesting birds and specialist invertebrates.
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