SITE No.		:	E118
SITE NAME		:	Sovereign Harbour Beach 
GRID REF.		:	TQ 646020
AREA			:	 7.2 ha
ORIGINAL SURVEY	:	Simon Davey, June 2002	 	
REVIEW SURVEY	:	Kate Ryland & Kate Cole, August 2017
DATE CONFIRMED	:	June 2002

GENERAL DESCRIPTION
The beach north of Sovereign Harbour supports an expanse of vegetated shingle habitat with a diverse range of uncommon and characteristic plant species. It includes a mosaic of open pioneer vegetation, short, herb-rich turf, extensive patches of taller vegetation and areas of mixed scrub, including both native and exotic species. 
A Martello Tower in this area provides additional features of value to wildlife. At the southern tip of the site there is a level area on a substrate of much sand, fine material and rubble which has very mixed vegetation from scrub to early successional and short turf communities. 
SITE NOTES
At the northern end of the site is a level, trampled section of the beach approximately 10m wide with a dense, low turf that includes a wide range of plants including stands of kidney vetch Anthyllis vulneraria, common bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus, buck’s-horn plantain Plantago coronopus, black medick Medicago lupulina and viper’s-bugloss Echium vulgare. Towards the promenade there is a band of taller vegetation where trampling is less intense and coarse species including hawkweed ox-tongue Picris hieracioides, yarrow Achillea millefolium, wild parsnip Pastinaca sativa, hedge mustard Sisymbrium officinale, bramble Rubus fruticosus and traveller’s-joy Clematis vitalba occur along with occasional clumps of pampas-grass Cortaderia selloana. Local residents are actively engaged in removing the pampas-grass and other invasive species to enhance the native shingle flora.
Further south, towards the Martello Tower, non-native shrubs such as buddleja Buddleja davidii, Japanese rose Rosa rugosa and sea-buckthorn Hippophae rhamnoides as well as native woody plants including goat willow Salix caprea, grey willow S.cinerea, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and bramble are locally frequent.  Amongst the areas of scrub are patches of herb-rich shingle vegetation rich with kidney vetch, viper’s-bugloss, common bird’s-foot-trefoil, strawberry clover Trifolium fragiferum and rough clover Trifolium scabrum. The uncommon annual beard-grass Polypogon monspleniensis is present in a few places along the beach southwards from this point.
Around the Martello Tower there is an area of bare shingle with old groynes and driftwood trunks defining the edges of the vegetated zones. The brickwork of the tower supports frequent lichens and old lime mortar with signs of use by mason bees. Blocks of concrete are present the foot of the tower along with elder Sambucus nigra scrub.
The southern part of this site lies along the edge of the harbour basin and includes a large bank of shingle with a level area on its landward side. The bank has an interesting mixture of bare shingle and diverse vegetation with characteristic species such as sea campion Silene uniflora, yellow horned-poppy Glaucium flavum, sea kale Crambe maritima, strawberry clover, viper’s-bugloss, biting stonecrop Sedum acre and the rather uncommon grass bearded fescue Vulpia ciliata. 
Some invasive species are present on the north face of the bank, for example pampas-grass, red valerian Centranthus ruber, buddleja and willow scrub.
There is a level area at the harbour mouth which has a very mixed substrate, partly shingle but also sand, rubble and fine materials. However, it supports interesting and structurally varied vegetation with an abundance of nectar- and pollen-rich herbs and is likely to be attractive to a range of fauna. Sussex Ornithological Society has recorded black redstart Phoenicurus ochruros an Amber listed, Schedule 1 species, from this part of Sovereign Harbour beach. Short sward patches have clovers, mosses, stonecrop and plantains with patches of hare’s-foot clover Trifolium arvense  and the area is quite rich in lichens. Tall herbs include large stands of non-native evening primrose Oenothera sp., locally frequent perforate St John’s-wort Hypericum perforatum and hybrid mullein Verbascum sp. as well as frequent viper’s-bugloss.
The vegetated shingle throughout this site supports a diverse range of herbaceous species, grasses and shrubs which combine to provide potentially good habitat for a range of invertebrates.  Six species of butterfly were observed during the August 2017 survey and the southern areas supported high numbers of bees despite very windy weather conditions.   The site may also provide valuable resources for resident and passage birds and possibly reptiles such as common lizard Zootoca vivipara , for example the heaps of rubble provide possible refugia for reptiles and the bare sand with sparse sheep’s fescue Festuca ovina is ideal habitat for basking reptiles and specialist invertebrates.
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